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A message from the Chair of Governors
The Governors and Staff of South Darley Church of England (VC) Primary School are
pleased to offer you this prospectus.
The Law requires some of the information contained within, but much of it is our attempt
to ensure that parents of current and prospective pupils are fully informed about our
school and its activities.
Ours is an open, happy church school, and we take great pride and satisfaction in the fact
that pupils enjoy their time here with us, and enjoy the learning process.
We continue to receive active support from the County Council Children & Younger
Adults Department, and we appreciate their help and advice.
If there are any points you are still unsure about after reading through this prospectus,
please do not hesitate to contact the Head teacher for clarification.

Welcome

Anne Jordan - Chair of Governors
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A welcome from our Headteacher
Welcome to South Darley C.E. Primary School. We are proud that this is a happy school
with high expectations and standards.
At South Darley everyone is cared for and respected. We are dedicated to providing a
safe and stimulating environment, where all children can flourish to the best of their
abilities.
We want children to feel confident, to see themselves as successful, life-long learners
and to develop responsible attitudes towards themselves and others. We believe this is
best achieved in the caring, nurturing Christian ethos of a church school.
We regard parents as partners and seek their involvement and interest in all aspects of
school life. We operate an open door policy and you are most welcome to discuss any
issues regarding your child, or the school, at any time.

Welcome

Paul Wilde - Headteacher
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Our Mission Statement
We acknowledge the Anglican traditions of our school and encourage all children in the
exploration of faith. Everyone in our school community deserves to be cared for
unconditionally and valued as a unique creation, made in the image of God.
We have high expectations of all our children. We develop our children to be happy,
well-rounded individuals who have a love of learning through which they achieve and
progress to the best of their ability.

•

happy and positive individuals

•

responsible citizens able to make a positive contribution

•

adaptable in an ever changing technological world

•

life long, safe and healthy learners
We value parents’ influence and contributions, our links with the local community and
the wider world, encouraging a holistic approach to education.
We encourage our pupils to have respect for themselves and each other; we want
them to develop confidence, resilience and pride in their achievements.

At South Darley we:

Enjoy learning: embrace challenge!
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Our Mission Statement

We want our pupils to enter the wider world as:

About our School and its facilities
South Darley School is a Church of England Controlled Primary Day School for girls and
boys and was first opened in 1862 as a small, one-roomed village school to serve the
hamlets of Darley Bridge, Wensley, Oker and Snitterton. Over the years it has been
enlarged and now has three fully equipped, fully carpeted classrooms, modern facilities, a
disabled toilet, and ramps ensuring accessibility for all.
The main aim of the school is to help and guide the children in our care to become
confident, kind, helpful and caring members of the world community.
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About our School

To this will be added the confidence in themselves and their abilities to achieve their
ambitions. They will be given the opportunity to feel proud of themselves and of the things
they do.

Within the school community they will be encouraged to help one another and to be
tolerant of the views and feelings of others. It is our aim to encourage co-operation
between the school, the home and the local community as a whole so that all feel
welcome and a part of the education offered by the school.
Discipline is an important part of our school life and we aim to enhance the
opportunities for learning whilst at the same time promoting responsible behaviour. This
creates a positive atmosphere, based on a sense of community where all are considerate
individuals; respected and respecting all other members of the school.
Pastoral care is undertaken by all the

potential in all areas of life. Time is
given to listening and talking over
problems, offering advice and
guidance. The school has a Positive
Play room.
All staff have undertaken
ChildProtection/Safeguarding
training. We recruit staff according
to Safer Recruitment guidelines and all regular helpers in school possess DBS clearance.
At the age of eleven the children usually transfer to Highfields School in Matlock or
Lady Manners School in Bakewell. A number of children are also accepted into private
education.
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About our School

adults working in the school. They
help the children develop a positive
attitude to learning and try to
ensure that pupils achieve their full

Our classrooms
There are currently two classes: the Infants with 4-7 year olds, and the Juniors with 7-11
year olds. At the present time (2015/16) these classes have 27, and 30 pupils
respectively.
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Our Classrooms

We have a middle classroom which is used to provide space for groups of children to
be taught separately. Currently the year 5/6 and year 1/2 have their Maths lessons in
this room most days of the week. The room is also used for Collective Worship,
lunchtimes and morning club activities.

Our Staff

Staff:
Mr P. Wilde
Mr P. Wilde
Miss J. Gill
Mrs A Worth
Mrs. A. Manning
Mrs. A.Fletcher
Miss. A. Dabell
Miss. A Fox
Mrs. S. Gosling
Mrs. C. Goodwin
Miss C Bent
Mr. G. Warner
Mrs. S. Lee
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Our Staff

Head Teacher:
Junior Teacher (Thurs-Fri):
Infant Teacher:
Junior Teacher (Mon-Weds):
School Secretary
Teaching Assistant:
Teaching Assistant
Apprentice Teaching Assistant
Senior Mid-day Supervisor:
Mid-day Supervisor:
Mid-day Supervisor:
Caretaker:
Kitchen Staff:

A day in the life of our infants
At South Darley Primary School we are greeted by our teachers and friends with a smile. We
are all friendly and welcome each other and visitors to our outstanding school.

We all like to play outside in our fantastic playground sharing the different toys to play with
each day.

We are very happy as our lessons are fun and imaginative, the teachers are very nice, caring
and they make us feel safe at school. The teachers encourage us to do our best and in return
we get lots of praise and house points.

Any child who gets the chance to come to our amazing school is very lucky.

Written by Jacob and Nancy, Year 2 Infants.
Picture by Finlay, Reception

www.southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk

A day in the life of...

We like celebration assembly to see which house got the most points that week and to see who
got the prize.

A day in the life of the Juniors
From the moment you walk through the gates of South Darley you immediately feel
welcomed and cared for, whether you are a new pupil or someone who has been
helping this school rise to its very high standards. Just hearing the sound of people
playing in the playground to the bell calling you inside, you know that the day is going
to be great.
As you walk into the class you can see all the amazing art and R.E we have been doing
over the term. Our teachers and friends usually say a friendly hello before we sit down
to EMA (Early Morning Activity).

English is a great first subject to start the day. We either read and write stories or work
on our S.P.A.G (spelling, punctuation and grammar).
Break time is when we can relax and either play football or chat with friends. Infants
and juniors play together, and the older ones like playing games with the younger
ones.
Maths is usually after break, although on Wednesdays we go swimming. Fractions and
multiplication - some people love it or some people simply just struggle but you don’t
need to worry as there is always someone there to help you.
Lunch - just seriously YUM! You can choose from school dinners or a packed lunch.
Some juniors usually help serve the dinners and make sure the infants are ok.
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A day in the life of...

Collective Worship (Assembly) is a key start to the day where a junior will lead it and
either a visitor or a teacher will speak, maybe about something topical in the news that
week or Jesus and God. Sometimes we walk over to church to celebrate our
achievements with parents, or listen to Reverend Stephen.

After our lunchtime break we usually read quietly and then work on our topic. We
study a different topic each term such as the Romans or Food Glorious Food! They are
always fun and we all enjoy them. Sometimes we may do RE, Science or Computing, or
even learn a musical instrument. It is never boring.
At the end of the day we go home and relax, already looking forward to what we
might be doing the next day.
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A day in the life of...

Written by Elliott, Year 6 Juniors.

Our Curriculum
Since September 2014, all schools have been implementing the new national
curriculum.
At South Darley all our work is in line with this new curriculum and is organized into
exciting and aspiring topics on a 3 year rotation for infants and a 4 year rotation for
Juniors.

Our infant Curriculum
Children of Reception age are integrated into our Infant class, but follow the Early
Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.
The curriculum in the infant department follows a very broad pattern with an
emphasis being put on mastering reading, writing and number skills, taught in a
variety of ways to meet the individual learning styles of children. Children are taught
phonics on a daily basis. Much of the curriculum is thematic and cross-curricular,
providing a wide range of first hand experiences and structured play. Increasing
emphasis is placed on outdoor learning and we have developed a stimulating
outdoor learning environment to provide exciting opportunities for all of our pupils.

The mathematics scheme is based on the Ginn ‘Abacus Evolve Maths’ which allows
the children to develop their understanding at their own level. A great deal of
practical, investigative and mental work is also undertaken so that the concepts of
number are properly understood.
The curriculum also covers all the various aspects of science and design technology
and provides an introduction to the use of Information and Communications
Technology in class work. The school has computers in every classroom, all of which
are networked and have access to the internet. The school is also fully equipped with
digital interactive whiteboards which add their own dimension to teaching and learning across the curriculum.
All other National Curriculum / Foundation Stage areas of learning are covered in
topic work.
The reception children have the opportunity for structured and non-structured play
and discovery work within the classroom environment, guided by their teacher and a
teaching assistant.
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Our Curriculum

Children read a range of reading books, including Oxford Reading Tree and Ginn
360. With handwriting, an emphasis is put on the formation of letters.

Our Junior curriculum

The curriculum, as in the infant department, is very broadly based. The children are
given the opportunity to widen the skills already acquired and also to build on them.
Literacy and Numeracy are generally taught discreetly. Other subjects are increasingly
taught using cross-curricular themes, with an emphasis on developing skills and a sense
of enquiry. Children are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning, they are
involved in target setting and self assessment.
The local area is extensively used and the children help to care for their environment
with ongoing nature conservation projects around the school and in the plantation
(the wooded area to the north of the school site).

Physical education is further developed and sports such as football, netball, rounders,
athletics, gymnastics, dance and swimming are actively encouraged. We have weekly
access to the Matlock Arc Leisure Centre for swimming and we use Darley Dale Cricket
Club in the summer for the advancement of field and track sports and games. During
wet weather, and when appropriate, we use the village hall next door to the school
for physical education. We also take advantage of the many sporting opportunities
provided by Highfields School.
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Our Curriculum

There are opportunities to learn to play a musical instrument and the school is able to
offer tuition in woodwind, and violin. Currently all Junior children are learning brass
instruments. In previous years they have learnt violin, drums, ukulele and clarinet. All
the children also take an active part in the major drama production staged each year.

Religious Education and Collective Worship

Our school was founded as a church school and Christian values are a central part of
our ethos. Our school is a voluntary controlled school which means its religious
teachings are monitored by the local authority rather than the diocese. We use the
Derbyshire agreed syllabus in our R.E. teaching which ensures children learn about all
religions and faiths.
Each morning there is a religious assembly to which a broad based but mainly Christian
approach is given. These are sometimes led by members of the community, including
local church leaders. Anyone wishing their child to be withdrawn from these
assemblies, or indeed religious education lessons, has a right to do so and should
contact the headteacher. Children who are withdrawn will be given alternative work,
in the office area, under the supervision of the school secretary. Parents are invited to a
monthly celebration assembly in church. We also hold services in church for nativity,
Christmas, Easter, Harvest, Remembrance, Year 6 leavers and Reception starters.

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education is taught with the aim of fostering
good habits of personal hygiene and with the awareness of what the body needs to
keep it healthy. There is also an emphasis on Citizenship which is endemic throughout
the school and helps us promote the British Values of Democracy, Rule of Law,
Individual Liberty, Mutual Respect and Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. Our
statement of British Values can be seen on the school website.
The school has a strong Anti-Bullying culture. There is an active School Council with
members drawn from the staff, the governing body and elected members of the pupil
body. The school holds the Healthy Schools Award and Active Mark. Sex and
Relationships Education is not covered as a specific subject within the curriculum until
years five and six. In this we involve the local school nurse and parents and carers have
the right (should they wish to) to withdraw their children from these sessions after
consultation with the headteacher. Where questions arise in either health education or
in any other part of the curriculum they are dealt with factually, honestly and clearly,
giving due consideration to the age and maturity of the children involved.
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Our Curriculum

PSHCE and British Values:

Working together/our community links
We are proud of the way we work with our local community and parish. We regularly
invite local guests into school to talk to and work with our children. We use the village
hall and St Mary’s church regularly for school shows and services. We often take the
children to sing at local elderly care homes and have built up good links with Darley
Dale Cricket Club where we host our PE lessons and Sports Day in the Summer.

The School Council
We have a successful School Council made up from annually elected representatives of
pupils from Years 1-6, teaching staff, and the Governing Body . This body is proactive
and takes decisions which affect the day to day running of the school. The council
elects a chairperson and secretary.

Friends of South Darley School
The school has a ‘Friends Of’ group that meets for various functions during the year.
They raise a great deal of money to buy special items for the school and to help cover
some of the cost of school trips etc.
All members of the parent body, school staff and governors are members of FOSDS.
Members do not have to have children/grandchildren at the school—community
members are also welcomed.
The Annual General Meeting is a very informal event that is usually held in the Autumn
Term and your support at this or any of the other events would be most welcome.
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Community links

The Council provides children with first hand experience of democracy at work, and it
forms an important part of the school’s PSHE/Citizenship policy.

Educational visits and on/offon/off-site activities
Each year the whole school goes out on at least one day’s visit to some place of interest
that is usually related to the work going on in the class room at that time.
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Educational Visits

Individual classes also undertake several trips locally and further afield to support and
enrich their learning experiences. The school complies rigorously with all necessary risk
assessment procedures before, during and after educational visits.

Communications
The school runs an open door policy where parents are welcome to come in at any
time. If there is a problem we welcome an early contact with either the class teacher or
the head. So often a little problem can grow out of all proportion, when early
intervention can get it sorted out quickly. If it is difficult for you to get into school please
feel free to telephone, the number is 01629 732240.
During the year you will receive one written report and will be invited to at least two
formal meetings, where you can discuss your child’s progress. If at any other time
during the year we have any worries about your child’s progress or behaviour we will
contact you to discuss the matter.

The school subscribes to Teachers2parents— a text message service and often utilize this
service to inform our parents about events, best work of the week and any school
closures.

There are also regular written updates from the Headteacher and these are currently sent
out in hard copy. Letters are also placed on the school website under the ‘latest news’
section. The school is hoping to move across to electronic delivery during the next
academic year.
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Communications

A newsletter and calendar of school events
will keep you informed of current events and
is sent by email, at the end of each half term.
You can also look at the Latest News section
of the website.

Our Church Links / Christian Ethos

Children have times for reflection built into the school day and through a daily
act of Collective Worship. On the 3rd Tuesday of each month we hold a
family service at St Mary’s and parents are welcome to attend. On the 1st
Friday of each Month we hold our Celebration Worship at St Mary’s church
where parents are invited to share in their child’s success. We also have joint
Christmas and Easter Services with other local schools, and we host services for
leavers and new starters.
Our Christian family ethos ensures that we will always do our best for your
child and that we value the whole child, not just academic achievements.

Values team
The values team is a group of children who have volunteered to help
demonstrate the school’s Christian ethos. They do this by planning, leading and
evaluating collective worship both in our school and other schools. They also
lead services in the parish on a regular basis. They are supported in this role by
Miss Gill and Rev Stephen Monk and are encouraged to lead by example.
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Church Links / Christian Ethos

As a Church of England School, we know that our history is rooted in the
traditions of the church which founded us over 150 years ago. We continue to
strongly believe that promoting Christian values gives children the best possible
start in life and we ensure that we hold ourselves to these high standards.

Admissions

Admission’s Policy:
The DCC admission policy is to admit children in the following order of priority:
1. ‘Looked After’ children
2. Children in the catchment area
3. Children with siblings already in school
4. Children whose parents request a place on religious grounds
5. Children from outside of the catchment area in order of nearest road distance from
home to school up to the schools admissions number.
For further details please see the DCC ‘Parents’ Information Booklet, or
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions All applications for places at the school should be made
via Derbyshire County Council
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Admissions

The schools cohort admission size for the Reception is 10.

Keeping our children safe
Child Protection:

The school considers the safeguarding of pupils to be a priority; all staff are trained in
Child Protection, everyone in school, both staff and volunteers have undergone CRB
clearance and we operate a safer recruitment policy.
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Keeping our children safe

Parents should be aware that the school is required to take any reasonable action to
ensure the safety of its pupils. In the cases where the school has reason to be concerned
that a child may be subject to ill-treatment, neglect or other forms of abuse, the
Headteacher is obliged to follow the Child Protection procedures established by the
Derbyshire Safeguarding Team and inform the Social Services of the school’s concern.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
As a school we are mindful of and comply with expectations of the SEN Code of
Practice and Disability Discrimination Act as shown in our SEND Policy. We use
different interventions and approaches to address specific areas of need and would look
carefully at your child’s individual needs when deciding how best to support your child.

More information on support available within Derbyshire can be found on the
Derbyshire Local Offer website: http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/
If a child requires any special education then arrangements are made for this within the
normal school structure laid out in the school’s policy on SEND, which is reviewed
annually by the governors. The progress of children with Special Educational Needs is
reviewed regularly and parents are involved in this process. We pride ourselves on being
a fully inclusive school and we monitor and review our Accessibility Plan. We welcome
applications to the school from children of all abilities and disabilities.
We are also strongly committed to providing suitable challenge for higher ability Gifted
and Talented children.
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Special Educational Needs

We have been developing a Special Needs Information Report which will give more
information on how we support children with Special Educational Needs in our
school. It can be found on the school website, or you can request a copy from the
school office.

Our School policies
Every school needs to have policies and procedures to help them guide the actions of all
individuals involved. They ensure and endorse the well-being of all families, children, staff,
volunteers and everyone who is connected to the school.
When policies and procedures are well thought out and, most importantly, implemented they
provide common understanding and agreement on how things should be done at the school.
Procedures provide clear instructions and guidelines on what should/must be done in a particular
set of circumstances or with regard to a particular issue.
The governing body of each school makes decisions about school policies. Some of these are
statutory and schools are legally required to have them, whilst others are important in the overall
management and ethos of the particular school and its pupils.
Policies are reviewed on a regular basis by either the Full Governing Body, sub-committee
members or individuals.

Examples of policies utilized at South Darley CE Primary School include:•

Anti-bullying Policy

•

Charging and Remissions Policy

•

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy

•

Data Protection Policy

•

Equality Policy

•

E Safety Policy

•

Health, Safety & Welfare Policy

•

Marking, Feedback & Assessment Policy

•

Off-Site Visits Policy
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Our School Policies

At South Darley CE Primary School we are committed to making our school the best it can be for
all our pupils.

•

Special Educational Needs & Disability Policy

•

Sun Awareness Policy

•

Smoke Free Policy

•

Security Policy

•

Transporting Young People in Cars Policy

•

Whole School Food Policy

•

Behaviour & Discipline Policy

A complete list and copies of full policy documents are available for inspection in the School
Office. Please speak to the School Business Assistant if you wish to view any of these documents
at a mutually convenient time.
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Our School Policies

Full details of key school policies can be found on the school webpage at
www.southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk.

Before and after school facilities
Wraparound Care:
We understand that it is often difficult for working parents to fit in with school
hours. That is why we do our best to provide or arrange the care you require.
Morning Clubs:

Typically clubs include Computers, Netball, Construction, Board games, Kwik
Cricket, Film, and Gardening.
After School Clubs:
Although we do not have our own after school club we enjoy strong links with
ones based at other schools. If required, we will transport children free of
charge to ‘Twilight Hours’ which is based at Churchtown School. Rowsley out
of school club will come to collect children at the end of the school day.
Holiday Clubs:
We do not supply holiday clubs but we will signpost parents towards providers
in the local area.
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Before and after school

We ensure that there is at least one club activity starting at 8 am at school every
day. We charge £1 per club with a discount for paying for a whole term in
advance, except on a Wednesday when Premier Sports deliver a multi-skills
club. The have their own pricing structure which is currently £3.50 per session.

Attendance

We pride ourselves on the good attendance of our children and at all times
encourage children and parents to be punctual. If you need to take your child out
of school then please write to the school who will authorise it if is an exceptional
circumstance.
Under new government guidance, schools are required to pass on details to the local
authority of any child taken out of school for the purpose of a holiday. This may
result in a fine being issued.
In 2014/15 the school has an attendance rate of 97.4% with 2.13% authorized and
0.43% unauthorized.
School Holiday Dates:
There will be 5 days during the school year when the school will be closed for staff
in-service training. These dates will be relayed to you when they have been finalised.
Please contact the school for term dates.
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Attendance

The information given in this booklet was correct at the time of writing. However, it
should not be assumed that there will be no changes affecting the information
before, during or after the year in question.

The School Day
School hours are:
Morning
Infant afternoon
Junior afternoon

9.00 am. - 12.00 am.
1.00 pm. - 3.15 pm.
1.00 pm. - 3.25 pm.
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The School Day

The infants week is 21 hours 25 minutes long and the juniors work for 23 hours 30
minutes. Children are welcomed onto the site from 08.50 onwards each day. They go
straight into their classrooms where their teachers are waiting, ready to start the day.

What our parents say

“Our daughter’s numerical and language skills have improved
dramatically. There is a good mixture of arts, crafts, culture,
nature and other more expected syllabus subjects.”

“South Darley provides a varied curriculum to all pupils instilling
old fashioned manners and behaviours. Great start to my
child’s school life.”

“There is a strong community spirit at South Darley and we
think the links with St Mary’s church play a large part in this.”

Comments taken from a recent feedback survey.
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What our Parents say

“This is a great school—our children are so happy here and
have both continued to progress. The staff work so hard
setting appropriate work, covering interesting topics and
most importantly looking after each child so very well. We
could not ask for a better start to our children’s education.”

What our pupils say

“We’re one big family looking after each other”

“We push ourselves to the limits because we don’t want to let anyone down”

“We are a kind and loving community”

“There are many opportunities for fun school trips”

“We do extra-ordinary things like cooking”
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What our Pupils say

“We always do our best”

What Ofsted say
‘This much improved school provides an outstanding quality of education for its
pupils’

‘Behaviour is outstanding and pupils have excellent attitudes to learning’

‘The curriculum meets pupils’ needs exceptionally well’

‘All groups of pupils achieve high outcomes’

‘The school is led and managed exceptionally well’

‘The Headteacher….provides leadership and vision…..well supported by the staff,
the parish and governors’
‘The explicit ways in which the Christian values of forgiveness, trust, care and
generosity of spirit are expressed in the daily life of the school’
‘A bright and interesting learning environment which provides excellent
opportunities for young children to grow and develop’
‘A productive partnership with the parish’
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What Ofsted say

Established Strengths Identified by the Diocesan Report

Our latest results 2015
KS2 (end of Y6)
South Darley

National

Number in Cohort:

5

n/a

% achieving Level 4 or above in English and Maths:

100

80

% making expected progress* in Maths:
Reading:
Writing (Teacher Assessed):

100
100
100

87
89
87

% making better than expected progress in Maths:
Reading:
Writing (Teacher Assessed):

40
60
60

34
33

% achieving level 5 or above in Reading:
Writing (Teacher Assessed):
Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation:

80
60 (20% L6)
60 (20% L6)

41
36 (L6: 2%)
55 (L6: 2%)

% achieving level 5 or above in Maths

60

48 (L6:6%)

(20% L6)

KS1 (end of Y2)
Number in Cohort:
% achieving Level 2b or above in Reading:
Writing:
Maths:

6
83
83
67

n/a
81
70
80

% achieving level 3 or above in Reading:
Writing:
Maths:

50
33
33

31
16
24

Phonics: 89% of children reached the expected level in Y1 compared to 74% nationally in 2014
EYFS: 100% of children attained a good level of development compared with 61% nationally
in 2014
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Our Latest Results

36

Charging & Remissions Policy

However, activities such as educational visits place an enormous strain on school
finances and the school will normally seek voluntary contributions in order to pay for
these activities. Educational visits are an important part of the learning process and so
that they can continue, your support would be much appreciated.
It is, in addition, school’s preferred policy to take years 3, 4, 5 and 6 swimming every
week. The authority provide payment only for one year group and so this also entails
an additional cost to the school. It is hoped that parents will feel able to make a
contribution towards this of £1 per week.
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Charging & Remissions Policy

All activities which take place during school time are free of charge with the exception
of some music tuition.

Want to know more?

Please look at the school website:
www.southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk

Write to us at:

South Darley C.E. Primary School
Cross Green
Matlock
Derbyshire
DE4 2JT
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Want to know more?

Phone us on (01629) 732240

