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Want to know more?  

 

Please look at the school website: 

www.southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 

Phone us on (01629) 732240 

 

Write to us at:      South Darley C.E. Primary School 

         Cross Green 

         Matlock  

         Derbyshire 

         DE4 2JT 
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A Message from the Chair of Governors 

The Governors and Staff of South Darley Church of England (VC) Primary School are 

pleased to offer you this prospectus.   

The Law requires some of the information contained within, but much of it is our attempt 

to ensure that parents of current and prospective pupils are fully informed about our 

school and its activities. 

Ours is an open, happy church school, and we take great pride and satisfaction in the fact 

that pupils enjoy their time here with us, and enjoy the learning process. 

We continue to receive active support from the County Council Children & Younger 

Adults Department, and we appreciate their help and advice. 

If there are any points you are still unsure about after reading through this prospectus, 

please do not hesitate to contact the Headteacher for clarification. 

 

Kevin Dean - Chair of Governors 
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Welcome to South Darley C.E. Primary School. We are proud that this is a happy school 

with high expectations and standards. 

 

At South Darley everyone is cared for and respected. We are dedicated to providing a 

safe and stimulating environment, where all children can flourish to the best of their 

abilities. 

 

We want children to feel confident, to see themselves as successful, life-long learners 

and to develop responsible attitudes towards themselves and others.  We believe this is 

best achieved in the caring, nurturing Christian ethos of a church school. 

 

We regard parents as partners and seek their involvement and interest in all aspects of 

school life. We operate an open door policy and you are most welcome to discuss any 

issues regarding your child, or the school, at any time. 

 

Covid-19 

 

The information contained in this prospectus relates to our normal operating proce-

dures, which have been subject to change during the pandemic.  We are fully compliant 

with government advice and guidance and have detailed plans and risk assessments in 

place.  We are proud of how our staff supported our children during the lockdown pe-

riod and we will endeavour to continue to provide the best education possible within 

the Covid restrictions.  

 

 

Paul Wilde - Headteacher  

 

 

A  Welcome from our Headteacher 
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Charging & Remissions Policy 

 
All activities which take place during school time are free of charge with the exception 

of some music tuition.  

 

However, activities such as educational visits place an enormous strain on school        

finances and the school will normally seek voluntary contributions in order to pay for 

these activities. Educational visits are an important part of the learning process and so 

that they can continue, your support would be much appreciated.  

 

It is, in addition, schoolõs preferred policy to take years 3, 4, 5 and 6 swimming every 

week. The authority provide payment only for one year group and so this also entails 

an additional cost to the school. It is hoped that parents will feel able to make a       

contribution towards this of £1 per week.  
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We acknowledge the Anglican traditions of our school and encourage all children in the 

exploration of faith. Everyone in our school community deserves to be cared for            

unconditionally and valued as a unique creation, made in the image of God. 

We have high expectations of all our children. We develop our children to be happy,    

well -rounded individuals who have a love of learning through which they achieve and 

progress to the best of their ability.  

We want our pupils to enter the wider world as:  

¶ happy and positive individuals 

¶ responsible citizens able to make a positive contribution 

¶ adaptable in an ever changing technological world 

¶ life long, safe and healthy learners 

We value parentsõ influence and contributions, our links with the local community and 

the wider world, encouraging a holistic approach to education.  

We encourage our pupils to have respect for themselves and each other; we want 

them to develop confidence, resilience and pride in their achievements. 

 

At South Darley we:          Enjoy learning: embrace challenge! 

Our Mission Statement 
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South Darley School is a Church of England Controlled Primary Day School for girls and 

boys and was first opened in 1862 as a small, one-roomed village school to serve the    

hamlets of Darley Bridge, Wensley, Oker and Snitterton. Over the years it has been         

enlarged and now has three fully equipped, fully carpeted classrooms, modern facilities, a 

disabled toilet, and ramps ensuring accessibility for all. 

The main aim of the school is to help and guide the children in our care to become        

confident, kind, helpful and caring members of the world community.  

To this will be added the confidence in themselves and their abilities to achieve their       

ambitions. They will be given the opportunity to feel proud of themselves and of the things 

they do.  

 
 

About our School and its facilities 
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Our latest results   

Results for 2019   Number in Cohort: 6  
 

Average Progress Score in:  Reading:  +4.1 
 

                                       Writing:   +0.2  
 

                                       Maths:      +3.7  
 

Average Scaled Score in:   Reading      107.8            National:  104 
 

                                       Maths         108            National:  105 
 

   Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation:  106.8        National - 106 
 

% of pupils achieving the expected standard in:  Reading: 83%   national - 73%  
 

                                                                      Writing:     67%    national - 78%  
 

                                                                     Maths;    83%    national - 79%  
 

                                  Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation:   67%   national - 78%  
 

                                      Reading, Writing and Maths:      50%    national - 65%  
 

% of pupils who achieved a high level of attainment in:  

                  Reading: 67%   national - 25%  
 

                                                                         Writing:   33%    national - 18% 
 

                                                                         Maths:      50%     national - 23%  
 

                             Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation:   50%    national - 31% 
 

                                         Reading, Writing and Maths:       33%     national - 9%  

 

Results for 2014ñ2018 can be found on our school website. 

 

There were no results for 2020 due to Covid-19 
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What Ofsted say 

  ôLeaders and governors have established a culture of respect and tolerance that            

  embodies the schoolõs values and supports pupils to develop as well-rounded          

  individuals.õ 

 

  ôParents and carers express high levels of satisfaction with the school. They say that  

  they appreciate the ways in which leaders and staff provide outstanding care and   

  personal attention for the needs of their children.õ 

 

  ôPupilsõ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is effectively promoted   

  through the broad and balance curriculum.õ 

 

  ôTeachers manage the mixed-age classes well. They use assessment and questioning              

  effectively to match the learning to pupilsõ ages and abilities.õ 

 

  ôPupilsõ behaviour and conduct are excellent, both in lessons and at other times of the 

  day.õ 

 

  ôLeaders and staff encourage all pupils to value their education.  Attendance is high,  

  and no pupils are persistently absent.õ 

 

  ô Pupils and parents say that the school is a safe place where instances of bullying are  

  rare.õ 

  

Established Strengths Identified by the Diocesan Report 

 

   ôThe Headteacheré.provides leadership and visioné..well supported by the staff, 

the parish and governorsõ 

 

 ôThe explicit ways in which the Christian values of forgiveness, trust, care and      

generosity of spirit are expressed in the daily life of the schoolõ 

 

 ôA bright and interesting learning environment which provides excellent               

opportunities for young children to grow and developõ 

 

 ôA productive partnership with the parishõ 
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Within the school community children will be encouraged to help one another and to 

be tolerant of the views and feelings of others.  It is our aim to encourage co-operation   

between the school, the home and the local community as a whole so that all feel     

welcome and a part of the education offered by the school. 

Discipline is an important part of our school life and we aim to en hance the                

opportunities for learning whilst at the same time promoting responsible behaviour. This 

creates a  positive atmosphere, based on a sense of community where all are considerate 

individuals; respected and respecting all other members of the school.   

Pastoral care is undertaken by all the 

adults working in the school. They 

help the children develop a positive 

attitude to learning and try to      

ensure that pupils achieve their full 

potential in all areas of life. Time is 

given to listening and talking over 

problems, offering advice and   

guidance. The school has a Positive 

Play room.  

All staff have undertaken Child Pro-

tection / Safeguarding training. We 

recruit staff according to Safer Re-

cruitment guidelines and all regular helpers in school possess DBS clearance.   

At the age of eleven the children usually transfer to Highfields School in Matlock or    

Lady Manners School in Bakewell.  A number of children are also accepted into private 

education. 
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There are currently three classes: the Infants with 4-7 year olds, Lower Juniors with 7-9 

year olds and Upper Juniors with 9-11 year olds.  At the present time (2020/21) these 

classes have 26, 18 and 19 pupils respectively.    

 

 

 

Our classrooms 
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What our pupils sayñtaken from the Pupil Survey 2019 

�³I enjoy everything as everyone is so friendly.  The teachers are so good at everything 
and I love it here.�´��Neve, Year 6. 

 

�³I enjoy the maths work and I like breaktime.  This school is amazing and everyone is 
very friendly.�´��Lily, Year 6. 

 

�³I enjoy being with my friends.  I think the teachers are very kind and they teach us very 
well.�´����Martha, Year 6. 

 

�³I love the computing that we do and I like the school because everyone�¶s friendly.�´������������
William, Year 4. 

 

�³I like how everyone is kind and the teachers try their hardest.�´��Mia, Year 4. 
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