School Newsletter

Spring Term 3 2019

Dear Parents
It suddenly felt lighter this morning as I came into school and it reminded me how winter is
turning into spring, and how time moves on so quickly. It already seems a while ago that I
was in Kolkata and even though the memories are so vivid, I keep wondering how the children
in Hastings School are doing. It really does put everything into perspective, and when
children at South Darley don’t want to eat something on their dinner plate, I think of the Indian
children at the sports day we held who had to be persuaded to eat their ice cream and not to
take it home to show their parents what they had been lucky enough to get.
Time moves on as well for the school and it is with sadness that we have said
farewell to Anne Jordan as a parent governor. Anne had been in the role for 8
years and she has been a huge supporter of the school, especially during the 4
years in which she was chair of governors. Being chair is a difficult role and even
though Anne was reluctant to take it on at first, she did a fine job and helped steer
the school to its current position of strength. We are lucky to have such a good
governing body and this has become particularly noticeable when I have taken on
roles within other schools. Also, I was surprised to learn when I was in India that
some Derbyshire heads and teachers had had a real challenge to get their governors and parent community to
support the work they were doing. It again made me thankful that the South Darley parents and governors can
see the value of the Kolkata project for both the children in India and at South Darley as it broadens the horizons
of all and lives out our Christian ethos of love and support for all. Anne has truly embodied these excellent
qualities as a parent governor and we will miss her positive impact on our governor meetings. Thank you Anne!
As I said previously though, time moves on and we welcome Paul Cubitt as our new parent governor whom we
look forward to working with in the future. I hope everyone has a good half term break and we will see you on
Monday 25th February.
Paul Wilde, Headteacher

South Darley CE Primary School in top 1% of
primary schools in England for mathematics
In a letter from the Secretary of State for Education, the Rt. Hon Damian
Hinds, MP and the Minister of State for School Standards, the Rt. Hon Nick
Gibb, MP, received in early February, the pupils and staff have been
congratulated on the very high standard of achievement (100% of pupils
reached or exceeded the expected standard) demonstrated in the mathematics Key Stage 2 assessments last
year. This means for achievement in Mathematics, the school is in the top 1% of primary schools in England.
Thank you to all our parents, pupils, volunteers and staff who have all contributed to this success.
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Our value this term is:

We will be finding out about:
•

God’s compassion for his people, through the poem
‘Footprints in the Sand;’

•

The story of the loaves an fish and how we show
compassion to others by sharing what we have

•

Compassion for the elderly, through the story of

A Thought?

We live in a world where
absolutes are mostly seen as
something of the past. But,
Christians do believe in moral
absolutes, for example sexism,
homophobia, racism are all
evil. Equally, to treat someone
as a commodity is wrong. We often see it in ways that
seem harmless. I remember in Leicester a teacher told me
that a parent thought they owned them because they
'paid their wage' sadly the child wasn't gifted academically
and instead of valuing the child for their gifts the 'blame'
was put on the teacher. Equally, I've heard medical staff
being abused because certain patients felt their 'rights'
weren't being upheld - this translates as people wanted to
be treated as if they were in a hotel. Again, people were
doing the best work they could but they felt
unappreciated, not respected etc.
As a priest one of my jobs isn't telling people what terrible
sinners they are; that God isn't happy with them. No. My
job; is to remind people in our churches; in our parishes; in
our villages, in our work places and in our schools is that
they are loved. We live in a world where people doubt
their worth. They value their humanity. The absolute is "All
people are created equal" but sin and a broken society
challenges this truth, this absolute.

It seems crucial that you realise deeply that your worth
and value does not depend on anyone else. You have to
claim your own inner truth. You are a person worth being
Compassion for neighbours in need, through the
loved and called to give love, not because anyone says
so . . . but because you are created out of love and live in
story of The Kind Stranger;
the embrace of a God who didn’t hesitate to send his only
son to die for us. . . . Your being good and worthy of love
Compassion for the poor, through the story of Kind does not depend on any human being. You have to keep
saying to yourself: “I am being loved by an unconditional,
Dorcas.
unlimited love and that love allows me to be a free person,
centre of my own actions and decisions.” The more you can
come to realise this, the more you will be able to forgive
those who have hurt you and love them in their
brokenness. Without a deep feeling of self-respect, you
cannot forgive and will always feel anger, resentment, and
revenge. The greatest human act is forgiveness: “Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us.”
Forgiveness stands in the centre of God’s love for us and
also in the centre of our love for
each other. Loving one another
means forgiving one another
over and over again.
Ruth and Naomi;

•

•

May you know that you are of
immense value to God; you are
special and you are loved.
Revd. Stephen Monk
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School uniform ordering
Tesco’s popular uniform embroidery service has
been transferred to a new company—
MyClothing.com. They will deliver school uniform
items straight to your door and pay a 5%
donation to school. Orders can be placed at

www.myclothing.com.
School will be monitoring service delivery, quality
and cost, as usual, to ensure the best service
for our parents.

The Importance of School Uniform
Wearing school uniform isn’t just the school being demanding—it helps keep your children safe! Uniform
makes children easily identifiable by staff in the school setting. It is easier to spot a stranger on school
premises or grounds when all around them are in uniform. When everyone is dressed in uniform, fashion
doesn’t come before learning, and is supposed to reduce incidents of bullying—when everyone is wearing the
same clothing peer pressure and social snobbery is removed. How do you pick on someone for not having a
pair of ‘Nike’ trainers or designer outfits if they are dressed the same? When attending sporting events or
school trips, children are proud to belong to the school, instilling a sense of discipline, teamwork and
community. It also allows children and their badged belongings to be easily identifiable to all and reduces the
number of lost items when outside of school premises. Jumpers, PE kits or shoes will also then be appropriate
for the activity being undertaken As a reminder, the school uniform states that pupils
should wear dark grey trousers, shorts or skirts, red jumper, sweatshirt or cardigan
with school logo and black shoes (not trainers or open toed sandals). Optional red/
white checked dress for summer, optional red fleece and red, grey or black tights for
winter and white/grey socks for summer. Red shadow strip PE shorts, white PE
t-shirt with school logo, black plimsolls for indoor PE and trainers for outdoor PE,
optional black or grey jogging bottoms for winter and optional red fleece with school
logo for winter. Hair bobbles should be used to tie back long hair.

Private School Funds
Accounts
South Darley C.E. Primary School
runs Private School Funds. These
are organised separately from
the main school budgets and are
used to support the school in a wide variety of ways,
including the supply of extra resources for our children. The
accounts are externally audited annually and approved by the
Governing Body. Parents/Guardians are welcome to ask to
see the audited accounts in order to promote accountability
and transparency within our schools. Please ask in the school
oﬃce for an appointment should you wish to see the
accounts.

An Updated Dates for the Diary has now
been published and should have reached you via
Parent Pay along with this newsletter.
As always, most dates are subject to change but
we will endeavor to let you know of any changes
at the end of each term by issuing a new calendar.
You can also find a copy on the school webpage
by clicking on the latest news tab.
The next school
inset day is
Monday 3rd June
2019
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Introducing New Faces

Miss Payne joins the
Junior class from
Sheffield Hallam
University on a
teacher training
placement. Miss
Payne is with us until

Miss Muse is
volunteering on a
Monday in the infant
classroom. Miss
Muse is hoping to
start her primary
education studies in
the near future.

Mrs Stonham is a
supply teacher who
is working on
Thursdays with the
junior class whilst Mr
Wilde is covering at
Stoney Middleton
Primary School.

Although Mr O’Reilly
is not a new face he
has now joined the
school on a
volunteer basis on a
Friday Morning. He
is working across
both classrooms.

We welcome back
Mrs Edwards, a
parent of 4 former
South Darley pupils.
Mrs Edwards is
volunteering in the
infants on a
Thursday.

Governors appoint a new Parent Governor
The Governing Body of South Darley are pleased to announce the
appointment of Paul Cubitt as a Parent Governor to the Governing Body.
His term of office commences on the 10th March and will run until
March 2023.
Paul said of his appointment ‘I feel very honoured to
have been given this opportunity to work alongside the existing
governors at South Darley to hopefully provide additional support from
a parents viewpoint’. Paul fills the vacancy created by Anne Jordan
whose term expires on the 9th March 2019.

Save the Dates—Cake Sales

Thursday 28th February

Thursday 28th March

Thursday 2nd May

Thursday 13th June

All donations of cakes are welcome—bought from the shop or home made! Please deliver donations to the
school office on the morning of the cake sale. Thank you.

Old
newspapers
wanted.
Please donate any old newspapers.
Juniors are completing a project where
old newspapers are needed to make
Paper Mache models. Please hand in
your newspapers to the school office.
Thanks

World Book Day 2019 ’The Big Bedtime
Read’ 7th March 2019
This year the School Council have decided to invite
pupils to either dress as a book character, or to come
to school in bed'me clothes such as pyjamas or onesies so that pupils can have a big bed'me read. As a
way of encouraging everyone to read more the Council
have also decided to run a book swap on the day.
Please could children bring a book to donate to a
‘swap shop’; please only bring in books that children
no longer want but feel that someone else might enjoy. Thank you.
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