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Dear Parents
It has been a long 8-week term but our children have done remarkably well working hard to
the end, especially considering disruption caused by the reroofing. I’m pleased to say it is all
nearly finished and the scaffolding may be even be down by the time we return in November.
Next half term will be busy with many events and visits. We always want to use any
opportunity to extend children’s learning and some topics lend themselves to this better than
others, such as the world wars. We know that by organising these it might put financial
pressures on parents, especially at Christmas time but we try to ensure costs balance out
over the year.
We live in a digital world and we know that many people use social media to express views
and opinions. Can I please ask that if you do have any issues you want to raise with us then please come and
talk to us, rather than posting these for all to see. Occasionally such posts are brought to our attention and
almost always they can be solved with a simple answer or explanation. Please be careful – we all represent the
South Darley community and social media posts have the potential to create problems that are completely
unnecessary. Have a great half term – you all deserve it.
Paul Wilde, Headteacher
Statement on the use of Images Online—Using Images Safely and Responsibly
We all enjoy and treasure images of our family and friends; family events, holidays and events are moments
we all like to capture in photos or on video. We now have the exciting dimension of adding our images and
videos to our online social networks, such as Facebook, YouTube and many other websites. This means that we can easily share our
photos and videos with family and friends.
Whilst this can be very useful to all of us, we must ensure we protect and safeguard all children and staff, including those who do not want
to have their images stored online.
What should we think about before posting any image or video online and are there any risks?
•

Once posted and shared online any image or video can be copied and will stay online forever.

•

Some people do not want their images online for personal or religious reasons.

•

Some children and staff may have a complex family background which means that sharing their image online can have unforeseen
consequences.

•

Some children are at risk and MUST NOT have their image put online; not all members of the community will know who they are.

•

An image counts as an item of personal data under the new GDPR rules. Sharing a photograph or video without the right consent is a
breach of the General Data Protection Rules and can result in a fine from the Information Commissioners Office

Therefore in order to keep all members of our community safe we must all ’Think Before We Post’ online.
At South Darley CE Primary School we are happy for parents and carers to take photos and video’s of events for
personal use but request that these images alongside any image shared by the school through our communications are
not distributed or put online. This is to protect all members of the community.
You can find out more about our safeguarding (including the use of images) and general data protection policies on the school website.
Proverbs 21:15 When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers

Our value this term is:

A Thought
I've hit that age when I go
up stairs and forget what
I've gone up for. Or I
prepare to say something at
a meeting and then I forget
the point I'm about to
make!! Another point
concerning memory is when I visit people in a nursing
home I often use a prayer book from 1928 because
some people who forget their family or friends or
partners can remember prayers from when they were
young.

We will be finding out about:
•

The work of Christian Aid striving to make life fairer
for those in difficult circumstances

•

The story of The Yellow Star- standing up for those
being treated unfairly

•

Work for justice during the Jubilee Debt Campaign

•

The Blind Beggar from Luke 18, a story about
including others

•

God’s Justice, through the story of Jonah the
Groaner!

Memory is so powerful. In November the Church
remembers a lot. We remember the Saints who were
recognised by the church and our own loved ones who
have died. These feasts are called All Saints & All Souls.
Maybe a much more recognised remembrance service
is Remembrance Sunday Service—our service is taking
place on Sunday 11th starting at 10.45am at St Mary's.
We will be remembering the young men and women
who have died for their countries. Everyone is very
welcome to this service.
We will also be remembering these men and women at
a school and village service on 6th November at
9.10am. Many of our children have amazing memories
- they can remember their poems, spellings, lines for
plays and shows etc. Maybe one thing we all have to
remember in the coming weeks and even months is
that God loves all of us.
So often as we grow up we forget things. We forget so
much because we are so very busy. Don't we all need
to remember how much God loves us. How much we
should love each other. How much we should
remember those who we've loved but see no more. I
know that's a lot of remembering - but part of the
Christian Story is to be rooted in the past; in the story
of Jesus` love for all of us and also to look forward as
reflect on just what that love calls us to do today. But
to remember we need three things: silence, space and
a deep love for God's world and all creation.

Fairtrade Products
As part of this terms value ‘Justice’
there will be a small selection of
Fairtrade products available for purchase from the school. The products
will be near the values team display
and will operate via an honesty box.

With my prayers and thoughts. Please be very much
assured that you are all very welcome to our services in
November and December.
With Kind Regards and every
prayer.
Rev'd Stephen Monk
(Rector Darley Dale, South Darley &
Winster.)

Proverbs 21:15 When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers

Forest Schools is

a school but instead of

being in a building we are out in the woods. We
don’t have paper and pens so we use leaves, twigs
and anything else we can find to use for crafts and
learning. We sometimes use tools—last week we
used a hammer to make leaf marks on material!
One week we built dens—we could choose whether to build one on our own or whether to build a team
den. We chose to build a team den. The den was much better than it would have been if we had built
one each! We have also made little peoples homes using tree stumps and twigs— ours even had a circus
area.
Sometimes we have got dirty as the ground can be wet and muddy but we have trousers on to protect
our legs. This afternoon, because it is cold, we are having a treat—hot chocolate! We really like Forest
Schools—having lessons in our log circle classroom is much better than learning in our classroom!
Written by Holly and Emily (Y3).

Term Time Holidays

The Highfields cluster of Primary Schools has a consistent approach towards
requests for leave of absence. The contents of this article mirror that consistent approach throughout Matlock’s
Primary Schools.
The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013 state that Headteachers should not
grant approval for any leave of absence during term-time, including holidays, unless there are exceptional
circumstances. These regulations also state that holidays cannot be authorised retrospectively. Any requests should be on an official school absence request form and handed into the
school office for consideration prior to any holiday/leave arrangements being made.
We will continue to consider any absence requests in accordance with these regulations and
only approve leave in ‘exceptional circumstances’. Any requests for absence should be on the
official school absence request form and handed into the school office for consideration prior
to any leave/holiday arrangements being made.
In accordance with the regulations you may be issued with a Penalty Notice should leave be taken which is
not authorised. Your child’s overall attendance will be taken into account when considering this. However,
there is now no set level of prior attendance which will be used by the local authority when deciding whether
to issue a penalty notice. The fixed penalty notice is currently £120 per parent (reduced to £60 per parent if
paid within a specified time period) and/or face court action. If unpaid this could lead to prosecution under
section 444(1) of The Education Act 1996.
This is a government policy and parents who take their children on holiday without permission will incur unauthorised
absences for their child.
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The Jigsaw Food Bank
was set up and is run by
Church in the Peak in Matlock
.
It provides tinned and packet food to individuals and families in
the local community who find themselves in crisis situations. At
present they are delivering weekly food parcels to over 50 homes
in the Matlock area. The food is donated by individuals,
community groups and local churches.
St Mary's has been supporting the Food Bank for quite a while and
we are trying to encourage our wider community, including
members of the school community, to support it too.
Jigsaw is happy to have all sorts of tinned and packet food: Soup,
Vegetables, Pasta, tinned fruit, coffee, tea bags, puddings etc. but
especially tins of MEAT and FISH.
There is a big blue tub for donations at the back of the church and
these are taken to the Jigsaw office at Matlock Green every 2 or 3
weeks.
Do please remember the Jigsaw Food Bank when you are doing
your food shopping.

Thank you to all who purchased cakes at the recent cake sales—I am sure you
will all agree the offerings tasted beautiful and were all wonderfully decorated.
Congratulations to Pippa who won the latest cake raffle. The Christmas Fayre
has been pencilled in the school diary for Thursday 14th December—if you are
able to assist either before by helping prepare or offering prizes for stalls or by
staffing a stall during the event (even for just a short time) then please let Tara
or Sara know as soon as possible. Our thanks are offered to Tina for all her
work in the last few years as FOSDS Treasurer and we are sure you will all
warmly welcome Esther who has now taken on the Treasurer role!

An Updated Dates for the Diary has now been published and should have reached you via Parent
Pay along with this newsletter.
As always, most dates are subject to change but we will endeavor to let you know of any changes at the
end of each term by issuing a new calendar.
The next school
inset day is
Monday 12th
November 2018

You can also find a copy on the school webpage by
clicking on the latest news tab.

Proverbs 21:15 When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers

