School Newsletter

Autumn Term 2 2018

Dear Parents,
After the enjoyment of the Winding Wheel, Nativity and other Christmas Activities we can look
forward the new year with optimism and excitement about what we will be learning and
experiencing. For the Juniors this includes their residentials to either Edale or Whitehall
which are always memorable.
Next year, I will be experiencing new and exciting things as I travel to Kolkata, India, to
continue the good work done in previous years by Miss Gill and Mrs Maynard at Hastings, our
partner school. I will travel with other Derbyshire teachers and headteachers from 11th to 20th
January and will be taking all of the kind donations made by the local community. Our
children have already been learning about Kolkata and there will be an opportunity to blog
when I am there.
Further to this, I have been approached by the local authority to offer support and guidance in an executive
headteacher role to Stoney Middleton C.E. Primary School until Easter. This is because they will be without a
head during a process of collaboration with nearby schools. I have committed myself to support them for 1½
days per week although this will be flexible and not timetabled to set days. This will involve the employment of a
supply teacher to cover my teaching commitment on Thursdays, although I aim to continue teaching the Year 5
and 6 for Maths all week. Hopefully you will not notice many changes and I will always be available when
necessary.
Enjoy your Christmas and we will see you in the new year on Tuesday 8th January.
Seasons Greetings from us all.

Paul Wilde, Headteacher.

School play announced—Mystery at Magpie Manor
South Darley CE Primary School is proud to inform parents that the school
pupils will be performing ‘Mystery at Magpie Manor’ on Tuesday 9th April at
2pm and 7pm and Wedensday 10th April at 7pm. Set in the 1920’s and
steeped in legend and intrigue, Magpie Manor is in a great state of disrepair
and Lord and Lady Pica must take drastic action to save their crumbling manor
house. The clan is gathered together with Mr Fortune the bank manager and
his bumbling assistants, they come up with a plan to sell off the family silver.
But as the rich and famous guests arrive for the action ball, strange things are
occurring and when the family heirloom is unveiled, it has disappeared!
Inspector Spectre is straight on the case, aided by none other than Agatha
Christie and it seems that everyone has a motive from the servants and cheeky
tradesmen to Cousin Rupert and his grasping American finance. But will the
thief be caught and can Magpie Manor be rescued from impending disaster?
Join the flapper girls and their family and Charleston your way through this
pacy, energetic mystery with eight fantastic songs, a humorous script and a
fabulous twist! Auditions will be taking place shortly!
Proverbs 21:15 When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers

Our value this term is:

We will be finding out about:
•

The man who remembered to say thank you- Luke 17

•

Saying grace

•

Thanking God – Psalm 148

•

Why the Christmas story is good news to be thankful
for

24th December 4pm St Helen’s Crib Services.
Especially for children and families. All welcome.
Night services are on the church website.
25th December
9am Holy Communion Winster
10am Family Service South Darley
11am Family Communion Darley Dale

It’s your child’s future: APPLY NOW FOR
YOUR CHILD’S RECEPTION PLACE!
Was your child born between 1st September 2014 and 31
August 2015? If so, you MUST apply by midnight on15th
January 2019 to get them a place at primary school.
Apply online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions or call
01629 533190.Don’t

A Thought
So often we get hung up on
the Victorian Meaning of
Christmas.
Condescending to help the
poor and needy. Often
Christmas in the past was
making morality calls,
judging people, giving gifts to the poor houses and the
work houses. Many of our carols were written around
that time.
But the real meaning of Christmas is about
unconditional love not the conditional love of the
Victorian times. Santa is a bit like a Victorian; he's got
a naughty and good list. The good then are given a gift
and the naughty are then punished. Obviously I'm
normally on the 'good list'!!
The real Christmas story is the story of God's becoming a human being in the Person of Jesus Christ. Why
did God do such a thing? Because He loves us! Why
was Christmas necessary? Because we needed a
Savior! Why does God love us so much? Because He
is love itself (1 John 4:8, ). Why do we celebrate
Christmas each year? Out of gratitude for what God
did for us, we remember His birth by giving each other
gifts, worshipping Him, and being especially conscious
of the poor and less fortunate. We serve the poor and
needy not because we are better than them and so we
offer then a portion of our money, charity, food etc. But
the mentality we do have should be that we serve, love
and care for others both near and far because God
loves all of us.
Finally, If churchy language doesn't help you get in
touch with Christmas. Let me finish with this image: If
you want to know how much God loves you (as well as
your children) think how much you love your family on
Christmas morning. Isn't that love over powering?
That's truly how much God loves you and throughout
the year God reaches out to you and quietly whispers "I love you my beloved child."
So, whatever we face in the coming year we can be
sure that God will never stop loving us for one
moment. Because you're His
precious child.
May I wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and a
Blessed New Year.
Revd. Stephen Monk.
Rector Darley Dale, South
Darley & Winster.

let your child miss out.
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Could you be a School Governor?
Successful schools need effective governing
bodies. There are about 370,000 governor places
in England, making them the largest volunteer
force in the country.
There will be a vacancy for a Parent Governor at
South Darley CE Primary School in March 2019
and you may want to consider yourself for
nomination.

school and making sure its money is well spent.
The individual governor has a responsibility,
working alongside other members of the Governing
Body, to the staff and pupils of the school and the
school’s wider community.

Governors must have an interest in our children’s
future, be willing to contribute and make a
difference, respect the need for confidentiality and
The role of a school governor is to contribute to the be able to work as part of a team. Governors must
work of the Governing Body in raising standards of act with integrity, objectivity and honesty and in
the best interests of the school.
achievement for all pupils. This involves:
•

Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic
direction

•

Holding the Headteacher to account for the
educational performance of the school and its
pupils, and

•

An information pack will be available to all parents
of children in the school early in January. The
pack will contain further information about being a
School Governor and details about how to stand for
election. If you would like more information then
please contact the school.

Overseeing the financial performance of the

FRUIT: As part of the Governments Healthy Schools

Thank you to all who attended our Christmas Fayre.
Approximately £1000 has been raised for the school.
This year, FOSDS have paid for sun hats for all new
pupils, provided the year 6 pupils with a leavers hoodie
each, supported Santa at the Christmas Dinner, provided
medals for sports day and this week are paying for the
coach transport for pupils to go to the cinema. Next year
the FOSDS target will be to assist the school in securing
enough funds to refurbish the school playground.

programme the juniors are encouraged to bring a piece of fruit or
a vegetable for their morning snack. In conjunction with the SFVS
scheme, we can offer a piece of fruit every day for only £10.50 per
child per term. The school can only
participate if we have a guaranteed
minimum number of children. Payments
for this should be made through
Parentpay before the start of next term.

An Updated Dates for the Diary has now
been published and should have reached you via
Parent Pay along with this newsletter.
As always, most dates are subject to change but
we will endeavor to let you know of any changes
at the end of each term by issuing a new calendar.
You can also find a copy on the school webpage
by clicking on the latest news tab.
The next school
inset day is
Monday 7th
January 2019
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South Darley CE Primary School this Christmas4..a taste of what we have been up to
Well done to all the Pupils who attended the Winding Wheel Concert last
Sunday. Alongside Eyam Primary School, Masson Mills Brass Band and
Perfect Pitch Choir, pupils performed Christmas classics to a full house.
The charity concert was in aid of #Challenge Derbyshire which supports
three local charities - Ashgate Hospice, Blythe House and Helen’s Trust
and was organised by Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills Band.

Some of our year 5 and 6 pupils were invited to Ivonbrook on Monday to
participate in a Nativity Service with the Residents. They sung carols and
talked to the people that they had got to know well during our First Taste
(Age UK) intergenerational charity project. Years 5 and 6 will be continuing
this work after Christmas and we will be starting a new project at Darley Hall
Care Home with our Year 1 pupils in the new year. Further details to follow.

The infant children visited Chesterfield to experience how the town prepares
for and celebrates Christmas. Children made a Christmas angel each before
walking around the town looking at all the decorations and the Christmas
tree before finishing off with a visit to the crooked spire where they participated in a Christmas story telling—Mary and Joseph. Shoppers of Chesterfield
stopped us to comment on how well behaved our children were!
Glitter balls and ball gowns were at the ready when the infants performed
’Lights, Camel, Action! - Its strictly the Nativity’ to two packed church
audiences! With Cesar (in the guise of Craig Revel-Horwood aka Jasmine),
voice over announcements (from Jack) along with audience participation,
dancing in the aisles (special note to Mrs Fletcher for pew dancing) and
prompt cards (boo, clap, cheer!) it was a Nativity Service enjoyed by all!

Juniors hosted a VE celebration on Tuesday in the Village Hall. The children
all dressed up in war time outfits and local residents were invited to see some
of the work the children had completed over the last term on their World
Wars Topic. All who attended enjoyed cakes and sandwiches, prepared by
the children. To finish off the afternoon everyone had a good old war time
sing song and dance!

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New year!
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