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Dear Parents / Carers
I am writing this in the week of parents evenings and as we talk to all our parents it reminds
me how lucky the children in this school are to have people in their lives that care about their
wellbeing and education and that always do their best to ensure their children are reaching
their full potential. It means an awful lot to teachers to have parents who want to help and
support; in many schools this is sadly not the case. Even the simple things like spending time
with your children, talking to them so you can share their interests, reading a book with them,
helping them when they are stuck with homework, or even getting them to school on time, can
make a massive difference to a child’s wellbeing and therefore their learning.
Recently there has been a lot of talk about children’s mental health and even though all
families go through difficult times, children that know they will be listened to, loved and cared
for unconditionally are children that will flourish in all areas of their lives. At South Darley we know that we
cannot do the job of parents but we hope that by working in partnership with parents we can give our pupils the
security and stability that they need. Parents Evening is a vital part of this partnership and we thank you for
constantly supporting this.
Paul Wilde, Headteacher.

School Closures
We have been very fortunate to
have managed to miss the
recently forecast snow. The
small amount of flakes that have
fallen do stand to remind us on
the procedures should the
school need to close.
In the event of a snow (or other) incident, parents will be
notified by text or e-mail. Where pupils are already at school
and where staffing levels and weather conditions allow, the
school will give parents the option to collect their children early.
School will remain open as long as possible. Only when the
weather conditions deteriorate or the kitchens at Darley Dale
Primary School are unable to supply our school dinners will the
school fully close. At this point, children will need to be
collected straight away. The
school will usually contact the
School Closure page of the
Derbyshire County Council
(DCC) website where a closure
notice will be published. Please
ensure that you have registered
with DCC for notifications for this
service.

World Book Day— 5th March
2020
Are you a budding Harry Potter or a Horrid
Henry? Or do you see yourself as Dennis
the Menace or Mr Tickle of the Mister Men?
Maybe you are Alice in Wonderland, Tracey
Beaker or Matilda! This year we are
participating In World Book Day and pupils
can dress up as their favourite book
character. Although not essential, we are
encouraging anyone dressing up to bring in
the accompanying book for their costume on
the day. Mrs Fletcher has kindly offered to
run a book swap so please bring in your
books to trade in at the end of the day.

Trust in the Lord and don’t be afraid. Isaiah 12:2

We live in a world that demands so much of us. A world that is so often dark,
shadowed even in places unredeemed. Some Christians may be shocked by
this previous statement. But think of the 'wall' dividing the US and Mexico;
the wars in Africa and the unmeasurable abuse of children and women in
those conflicts. Also, the violence in the Middle East where peoples fight and
die also and many who do not fit into a certain lifestyle or religious creed are
tortured and treated terribly. My first question is where is God in these major
'issues'? My second thought is summed up in some words of Henri Nouwen; As long as I keep

running about asking “Do you love me? Do you really love me?” I give all power to the voices of the
world and put myself in bondage because the world is filled with “ifs.” The world says: “Yes, I love you
if you are good-looking, intelligent, and wealthy. I love you if you have a good education, a good job,
and good connections. I love you if you produce much, sell much, and buy much.” There are endless
“ifs” hidden in the world’s love. These “ifs” enslave me since it is impossible to respond adequately to
all of them. The world’s love is and always will be conditional. As long as I keep looking for my true
self in the world of conditional love, I will remain “hooked” to the world—trying, failing, and trying
again. It is a world that fosters addictions because what it offers cannot satisfy the deepest craving of
my heart. My second question is how does God see us? To answer these questions my very limited
thoughts are - In terrible suffering, famine and conflict - God is present not in the powerful abusers
but in the powerless people who suffer. God suffers along with them. But God is also present in the
acts of love, hope, forgiveness, in 'Doctor's without borders' or the UN 'Peacekeepers' or the religious
charities like; Cafod, Christian Aid, Shoe Boxes (at Christmas). Most charity workers do their very
difficult job because they love God and love their fellow men, women, and children. My second
answer is connected to the first. God inspires people to care because God loves the world; God loves
all of the creation and God loves every single person in this world of ours. There's
no 'if' with God. God sees our potential and God sees our brokenness and
sinfulness. God wants us to accept His love but He'll never force Himself on anyone.
Anyone who experienced this abusive type of love knows that it is not life Giving.
God freely whispers how much he truly loves us. In this coming month may we all
have silence and stillness and peace to help us hear God's amazing love for us.
God bless you and your own loved ones. Revd. Stephen Monk

New toddler group launching after Easter
South Darley CE Primary School is pleased to announce that
‘Forest School’ will be launching for preschool children after
Easter. Run by our trained Forest School leader, Mrs Hardy, the
sessions will allow mums and dads the opportunity to stay with
their little ones whilst they learn in the woods. Whilst the date and
times are yet to be confirmed Mr Wilde said ‘the children at our
school have loved their forest school sessions and we want to
open up the opportunity to our wider community’. Places are
strictly limited and will need booking in advance with the school.
If you have a toddler and would be interested in attending this then please ring the school office to register your
interest and help shape how and when the sessions are run.
Trust in the Lord and don’t be afraid. Isaiah 12:2

Safer Internet Day took place across the
globe on the 11th February this year with the
theme: Together for a better internet. The aim of
the day was to inspire a national
conversation about using technology
responsibly, respectfully, critically and
creatively. Coordinated in the UK by the UK
Safer Internet Centre, the celebration saw
hundreds of organisations get involved to help
promote the safe, responsible and positive use of
digital technology for children and young people.

Are you smartphone secure?
AUTO-LOCK
Is your phone set to auto-lock? Protect your device
with a pattern, PIN code, password or fingerprint.
PASSWORDS
Are your passwords tough enough? Use upper and
lower case letters, numerals and special characters.
Keep them different for each site.
CAMERA

www.thinkuknow.co.uk
Band Runner is a fun game for 8-10s which puts children’s
knowledge to the test by asking them to help characters
make safe choices online

Do you think about what you snap? Images accidently
shared can give away private information, such as location (school uniform, street signs or house numbers)
PRIVACY
Are you keeping things private? Social media privacy
policies and settings change regularly, so check them
every term!
LOCATION
Have you turned off location-sharing functions? Only
leave location-related services on when you need
them, and only for those who need them! Otherwise,
turn them off”

Suitable for ages 4-7s Jessie & Friends is a resource
which explores personal information and why it's
important not to share this with people you don't know.

BLOCKING
Do you know how to block people? They won’t be told
you have blocked them so don’t worry about making
them feel bad or angry.

Trust in the Lord and don’t be afraid. Isaiah 12:2

Your copy of
‘Dates for the
Diary’

should arrive at the same time
as this newsletter.
Please make sure you keep a
copy to hand and remember
that it is updated at the end of
every half term.
As always, dates are subject
to change but we will
endeavor to let you know of
any changes throughout the
term and by issuing a new
calendar at the end of each
term.
You can also find a copy on
the school webpage by
clicking on the latest news

It is crucial that children learn to arrive on time, both to acquire a disposition and
discipline which will help them in later life, but also because lessons often begin
with a teaching input/instructions for the day’s lessons, which children who are
late miss. The school day starts at 8:50am and the morning register is
completed by 9am. The afternoon register is completed by 1:10am. If a pupil
arrives after the morning or afternoon register has been completed then they
will be marked as arriving late’. If a pupil arrives for the morning session after
9:30am they will be marked as having an ‘unauthorised absence’. Children
arriving after 9am or 1:10pm must first report to the school office before
attending class. For more information on school attendance please view the
Attendance Policy which can be found on the school website at:
www.southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk

Playground Refurbishment Update.

Although not yet installed, new notice boards for the front of the
school have arrived. Mr Wilde has been talking in great detail with DCC who, after being challenged by Mr Wilde,
have now conceded that the school can have specific wooden playground structures in the grounds but they have
given detailed instructions on size and location. To comply with the Financial Regulations and Procedures that the
school has to adhere to, Mr Wilde and Mrs Manning have been compiling quotes. Unfortunately the quotations
received so far for the proposed front playground are over the schools’ prescribed tendering amount and it very
much looks like the project may need to go back to DCC procurement division for formal tender before being
submitted to Governors for spending approval. Mr Wilde is still waiting on planning guidance from DCC and we
remain hopeful that formal planning consent is not required. We can still proceed with updating the signs and
information needed around the school building and these will hopefully be delivered soon.

Thank you all for your support in our recent cake sale. We are pleased to
tell you that £64.00 was raised. Well done to Angela and children for
winning the cake raffle—a wonderful mixed berry pavlova! A big thank
you to Anne and Maureen for organising, publicising, baking and running
the event, a thank you to all who contributed their cake baking skills and
finally another thank you to all who bought cakes on the day!
Trust in the Lord and don’t be afraid. Isaiah 12:2

