I know the plans I have for you, plans to give you a hope and a future. Jeremiah 9.11

School newsletter

Spring Half Term 3 2016
Welcome to another edition of our termly newsletter. It can seem quite
strange returning back to a normal school routine after the busy schedule
before Christmas but that doesn’t mean there isn’t plenty going on. Our
rehearsals for Oliver are in full-swing and the children’s voices are warming up
nicely. I am really pleased this year that the talented Ruth Wallwork will be
helping us with the music and singing; you may have seen her recently in the
Village Hall pantomimes which were a great success. We seem to have plenty
of adult support at the moment which is great, but I can understand if you see
people in school and don’t know who they are. To help we have included some
pictures and a brief introduction. Just to let you know, Miss Gill’s recovery is
taking slightly longer than hoped and so she is only likely to return just in time for
the school production of Oliver! Thankfully Mrs Cooney and Mrs Hunter have
agreed to continue teaching in the Infants, having just recovered from Cinderella’s
Ball. There is also a lot for the Juniors to look forward to as they will be presenting
their culinary creations at a Food Fayre in March. I’m sure your children will be
telling you all about these events. (If they don’t, ask them!!).
Paul Willde, Headteacher.
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Mrs Hunter:

Mrs Cooney

covering teaching
duties in the infant
class.

covering teaching
duties in the infant
class.

Miss Fox: our new
apprentice TA,
supporting both
classes every day

Miss Eliott: A
trainee TA, she is
volunteering her
time on Wednesday
and Thursday

Mr Birtwistle: A
regular volunteer, he
usually helps on a
Friday to gain
experience before
beginning teacher
training in
September.

Photo not yet available.

Photo not yet available

Miss Wallwork: A former pupil, Ruth will study music and
musical theatre from September and so is gaining experience
with us by supporting the infants on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
and assisting the juniors with their show rehearsals.

Mr Commander: A BA1 student teacher in the Junior Class, he
will be with us full time for 4 weeks after the half-term break.
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A thought - Lent a Time for the Real me to come forward.
You'll never have heard of Fr. Alfred Delp (1907 - 1945) a German convert and priest. His crime against
the Nazis was simply of being a Jesuit priest and standing against the lies of Hitler and his government.
He spoke out against the Jewish persecution and against the other evils of the Nazis regime. He was put
in a solitary cell and kept shackled. He was beaten and taunted. He managed to write, 'I prayed hard,
asking God why he permitted me to be so brutally handled'. He wrestled with his conscience and he
asked forgiveness of others. He said ' I apologised to all those whom I had been unkind to, unfair to and
prideful... I will do my best to ensure that this blessing, too, shall not find me broken and in despair.'
Fr Delp was executed by hanging on Feb 2nd 1945. The Nazis then scattered his ashes over a manure
field.
Why do I share this story with you? Well, Fr. Delp was a man who knew his
weakness and sinfulness yet at the same time stood strongly against evil
and the darkest days of our recent history. We too are called by God to
confess our sinfulness, to ask forgiveness and to be open to receive His
divine Mercy. We may not be taken in chains and hanged like Fr. Delp; we
may not be broken in solitary confinement nor even beaten to give up the
names of the members of the Confessing Church (those Christians in
Germany who were against the Nazis and Hitler). But we to have to own the
words from Luke 23.24 'Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.'
or as it says in Star Wars; ‘Anger, Hatred, these things lead to the dark
side’. As Jung said we all have a 'dark side' but in Jesus we have the
possibility to shine a gentle light on ourselves and then let go of the
negative, sinful things.
To be a True Christian we have to forgive others; we have to refrain from
gossiping and other sinful acts which damage the Body of Christ here on
earth. We have to look for the good in people who we really do not like and we
have to ask forgiveness for our many sins. Saint Jeanne Jugan said, 'Never
forget that the poor person is our Lord himself...Have great respect for the
poor, always see God in them..' As we journey towards Ash Wednesday (this
week) and the Season of Lent let us all prepare to renew our service of the
Lord and His people. Friends let us work together to make our churches
places of joy, love, mercy and hope. This Holy Season may people come to
our churches and once more meet the Living God who waits on them like a father waiting for His wayward
children.
Please be very much assured of my prayers for you and your families this Lent.
God Bless. Rev'd Stephen Monk
A message from Miss Gill
Thank you all very much for the beautiful cards and presents that I've
received while I've been away from school. You've been so thoughtful and it
has cheered me up no end and definitely aided recovery- I'm looking forward to
being back with you as soon as I can. Also, I have been enjoying the results of
the 'chewy gingerbread cookie mix' I won at the Christmas Fayre. The card
with it only gave the ingredients that needed adding to the mix in the jar so if
anyone knows who donated it I'd love the whole recipe (so I can make them
again!). See you all soon. Miss Gill x'
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Every school needs to have policies and procedures to help them guide the actions of all individuals
involved. They ensure and endorse the well-being of all families, children, staff, volunteers and everyone who is
connected to the school. When policies and procedures are well thought out and, most importantly,
implemented they provide common understanding and agreement on how things should be done at the school.
Procedures provide clear instructions and guidelines on what should/must be done in a particular set of
circumstances or with regard to a particular issue. The governing body of each school makes decisions about
school policies. Some of these are statutory and schools are legally required to have them, whilst others are
important in the overall management and ethos of the particular school and its pupils.
At South Darley CE Primary School we are committed to making our school the best it can be for all our pupils.
With this in mind, Governors and school staff have been working hard in the background to review the schools
current policies, streamlining and making them more user friendly. In the coming weeks you will notice the
school website policies page being updated with copies of our improved policies and hope you will take the time
to familiarise yourself with the contents.
As Tuesday 9th February 2016 was safer internet day it seems an appropriate time to raise the profile of the
school’s new E-Safety Policy, for staff and pupils alike. It is the duty of the school to ensure that every child in
our care is safe, and the same principles should apply to the ‘virtual’ or ‘digital’ world as would be applied
to the school’s physical buildings. This Policy document is drawn up to protect all parties: the students,
the staff and the school and aims to provide clear advice and guidance on how to minimise risks and how
to deal with any infringements.
Pupils are expected to take an active part in planned lessons and activities to support their understanding and
confidence in dealing with e-Safety issues, both at home and school. They are asked to agree to a set of
guidelines and rules covering their responsibilities when using ICT at school. Parents are given information
about the school’s e-safety policy at the initial information talk, and in an information talk on their child’s entry into
the Juniors. They are given copies of the pupil guidelines for information, and asked to support these rules with
their children.
Please take the time to visit the school website to familiarise yourself with the latest school policies
including the new E-Safety Policy.

Please Sir…May I have some
more?

Famous words from a famous musicalFcoming to a village hall near you! This
year the school production is Oliver and is sure to be of great delight to all
generations. Full of favourite songs and great characters the musical promises
to deliver a fabulous afternoon/evening of family entertainment. There will be a
matinee performance starting at 2pm on Tuesday 22nd March 2016 and evening
performances on Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd March 2016 starting at 7pm. Families with young
children are asked to attend the matinee performance and as usual there will be ticket allocation
restrictions to ensure everyone gets to see their children in the performance. Further details about
booking tickets will follow after the half term break. Tickets will be available from the school office and are
priced at £5 per adult and £3 for concessions/children under 16.
Services held in St Mary’s Church are held on the 1st Friday in every month (Celebration) and the 3rd
Tuesday of every month (Family). We look forward to seeing all the children and parents there!
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The School calendar for Spring term 4
has now been updated and you should
receive your copy along with this
newsletter. Please let the office know if
you haven’t received your copy.

Road Safety
Please can you ensure that you don’t
park opposite the bus stop. Not only
is it dangerous for other cars to go
round a parked car on the blind bend
we have had incidents recently where
a car has parked opposite, the bus has
stopped to pick up a passenger and
the whole road has ground to a halt.
Please be considerate to other road
users. Thank you.

Sainsburys School
Vouchers wanted!
Collect vouchers from 28 January for the
school. The more vouchers we receive, the
more equipment and experiences we will be
able to get! Our collection box is in the school
foyer on top of the children’s water machine.
Thank you!

